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TO: 
FROM: 
DATE: 
SUBJECT: 


All  Interested  Parties 
William  F.  Cass,  Director,; 
February  9,  1984 
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Policy  memo  on  Household  Hazardous  Waste  Collection  Days 


I.   Introduction 

Everv  day  Massachusetts  citizens  generate  small  quantities  of  household 

-:  r  -  KJsr-2  £■ =sn^£5ss-^33rjsst— 

items,  such  as  cleaners,  polishes ,  pain ts .  ™e*m™T°   wh;n  disposed  of  improperly, 
sets,  etc.,  can  be  a  hazard  to  public  health  and  safety       P       ^   ^^ 
If  such  items  are  discarded  xn  nearby  landfills,  tney   y   v  roundwater, 

endanger  the  safety  of  the  landfill  °P«ator,  "^^T^^-Sd  down  the 
possibly  contaminating  water  supplies.   These  substances  wn   P 

In  an  effort  to  Provide  an  ■^^iS'^Sd^  E^^SES^ 
^iSrLr^^^L?  See  then ^JE^^g  g^ 
events  and  a  number  of  them  intend  to  repeat  the  Collect J»  °£       hazardous 

already  held  repeat  events).   These  «-0Bltl*V^t.  dispose  of  household  wastes, 
waste  transporter  and  gave  citizens  the  opportunity  to  dispose  of  h  _ 

Such  events  have  acquainted  residents  with  th e  hazard •<£%?£•   discarded  in 
hold  products.   It  also  reduces  the  quantity  of  this  type  o 
municipal  landfills  and  poured  down  the  drain. 


-3- 


The  Department  recommends  that  any  firm  hired  to  conduct  a  Household  Hazardous 
Waste  Collection  Day  be  licensed  both  for: 

o    transporting  all  types  of  hazardous  waste;  and 

o    serving  small  quantity  generators   (310  CMR  30.412(2)). 

Attached  in  Appendix  A  is  a  list  of  contractors  currently  licensed  for  both  these 
activities.   Attached  in  Appendix  C  is  a  sample  DEQE  license  for  your  information. 

IV.   For  More  Information 

Additional  guidance  on  funding  and  publicity  is  attached  in  Appendix  B. 
For  more  information,  please  contact  the  DEQE  Division  of  Hazardous  Waste, 
One  Winter  Street,  Boston,  MA  02108,  (617)  292-5851. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2012  with  funding  from 

Boston  Library  Consortium  Member  Libraries 


http://archive.org/details/policymemoonhousOOmass 
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APPENDIX  B 

INFORMATION  ABOUT  FUNDING  AND  PUBLICITY 

I.    Funding 

The  experience  of  a  number  of  towns  in  Massachusetts  indicates  that  the 
total  cost  for  a  collection  day  for  a  community  with  a  population  of  25,000 
ranges  from  $800.00  to  $3,800.00  depending  on  how  much  waste  is  collected.   The 
more  successful  the  Collection  Day,  the  more  it  costs.   Besided  the  costs  involved 
in  planning  and  publicizing  the  event,  funds  are  necessary  for. 

o    a  policeman  hired  to  be  on  duty; 

o    a  flat  fee  for  truck  and  personnel,  including  a  chemist; 
it  is  estimated  at  $50  per  hour; 

o    a  per-drum  charge  set  by  the  transporter  which  generally  ranges 
from  $60-$100  depending  upon  the  waste;  For  example,  paints  are 
relatively  cheap  to  dispose  of  while  pesticides  are  not.   The 
average  cost  per  drum  is  estimated  at  $75. 

Communities  have  used  a  variety  of  methods  for  securing  funds  including: 

o    appropriations  from  municipal  budgets; 

o    fund  raising  drives  among  local  businesses  perhaps  conducted 
by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce; 

o    fund  raising  events  held  by  schools,  civic  groups,  etc;  and 

o    users  fees. 

A  collection  day  held  by  a  group  of  municipalities  would  lower  costs  for  each. 

II.   Publicity 

Publicity  for  the  event  can  have  a  substantial  effect  on  its  success. 
Communities  has  used  the  following  techniques: 

o    community  educators  could  discuss  this  event  along  with  other 
hazardous  waste  issues  in  the  schools; 

o    libraries  could  provide  special  events  on  hazardous  waste  issues; 

o    media — newspaper  articles,  public  service  announcments  on  local 
radio  and  television  stations; 

o    distribution  of  flyers;  and 

o    posters  displayed  in  banks,  storefronts,  libraries,  supermarkets, 
and  churches. 
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III.  For  more  information  on  how  to  set  up  a  Collection  Day,  contact  the  League 
of  Women  Voters  at  (800)  882-1649  or  in  Boston  357-5880. 
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COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 


DEPARTMENT  OF  ENVIRONMENTAL  QUALITY  ENGINEERING 

DIVISION  OF  HAZARDOUS  WASTE 

HAZARDOUS  WASTE 
TRANSPORTER  LICENSE 


THIS  LICENSE  AUTHORIZES  ONLY  THE  NAMED  LICENSEE  TO  ENGAGE  IN  THE  ACTIVITIES  DE- 
SCRIBED ABOVE.  THIS  LICENSE  IS  NOT  TRANSFERRABLE.  THIS  LICENSE  DOES  NOT  GRANT  ANY 
RIGHTS  NOT  OTHERWISE  GRANTED  BY  FEDERAL,  STATE,  OR  LOCAL  STATUTES,  ORDINANCES,  OR 
REGULATIONS.  THE  LICENSEE  SHALL  COMPLY  AT  ALL  TIMES  WITH  ALL  STATE  AND  FEDERAL 
REGULATIONS  AND  STATUTES  APPLICABLE  TO  THE  TRANSPORTATION  OF  HAZARDOUS  WASTE. 


Signature  of  Applicant  or  Individual 
Authorized  by  310  CMR  30.807 


Date 


William  F.  Cass,  Director 
Division  of  Hazardous  Waste 


Date 


